The report, drafted by a committee of university presidents, CEOs, presidential appointees and Nobel laureates, warned: "Without a renewed effort to bolster the foundations of our competitiveness, we can expect to lose our privileged position. " Its recommendations for increased federal investment in basic research, support for outstanding early-career researchers, and preferential visas for high-skilled immigrants with science PhDs, were a sound blueprint for action, but programmes have stalled under Trump's administration. Now there is pushback. Congress has rejected the deep cuts proposed by Trump, recommending instead an increase in spending for basic research. And the scientific community is beginning to secure its political footing (S10).
Researchers in the US continue to produce brilliant science. In 2016, a US-led collaboration detected gravitational waves emanating from the collision between two giant black holes -a Nobelwinning discovery in physics (S21). The enormous advantage in wealth, population size and quality of education has made the US the envy of other countries, but, without concerted effort, it risks squandering its scientific supremacy.
